The new UN 2030 Agenda is an inclusive, integrated framework of 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) spanning economic, environmental and social development. By achieving this Agenda, no one will be left behind. Libraries are key institutions to help achieve the Goals.
LIBRARIES SUPPORT ALL THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS
Libraries and access to information contribute to improved outcomes across the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by:
• Promoting universal literacy, including digital, media and information literacy and skills, with the support of dedicated staff;
• Closing gaps in access to information and helping government, civil society and business to understand local information needs better;
• Providing a network of delivery sites for government programmes and services;
• Advancing digital inclusion through access to ICT;
• Serving as the heart of the research and academic community; and • Preserving and providing access to the world's culture and heritage
LIBRARIES DRIVE PROGRESS ACROSS THE ENTIRE UN 2030 AGENDA
While the SDGs are universal goals, each country will be responsible for developing and implementing national strategies to achieve them, and will be expected to track and report progress. As these plans are developed, the library community in each country stands ready to show how libraries serve as partners to help meet the Goals and local development needs.
Libraries, by providing access to information and skills, help provide opportunities for people to improve their own lives and support informed decision-making by governments, communities and others to provide services and support that reduce poverty and improve the prosperity of people everywhere.
SLOVENIA
In Slovenia, the Ljubljana City Library hosts an Employment Information Service (EIS) which helps around 1200 people a year, many of whom are homeless or receiving social benefits, to find a job. The library provides media and information literacy skills and helps them develop their resumes and apply for jobs. As many homeless patrons of the library suffer from drug abuse, the library works closely with the Centre for the Prevention and Treatment of Drug Addiction at the University Hospital of Psychiatry in Ljubljana to support rehabilitation, reintegration and social inclusion.
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SRI LANKA
The e-Library Nenasala Programme 3 is a government-sponsored initiative to increase digital literacy and access to technology among the nation's poorest residents, often living in remote rural areas. 300 centres in all parts of the country offer instruction in basic computer skills, guidance on accessing information through the Internet, and a wide variety of locally relevant knowledge. The centres are open to everyone and are the most robust form of access to infrastructure in many remote and impoverished parts of the country.
GOAL 1 END POVERTY IN ALL ITS FORMS EVERYWHERE
Libraries including specialist agricultural libraries and extension services provide access to research and data on crops, market information and farming methods that supports resilient, productive agriculture.
ROMANIA
Librarians trained by Biblionet 4 helped 100,000 farmers receive US $187 million in subsidies via new Internet and computer services between 2011 and 2014.
The 1,000+ librarians who had participated in training decided to rollout the service in libraries with the support of local mayors who understood the benefits that this service brought to farmers. The programme helped farmers learn how to use the technology available in libraries to access financial forms and submit them to the government, saving time and money. Special attention was paid to local needs in order to guarantee take-up. 
GOAL 2 END HUNGER, ACHIEVE FOOD SECURITY AND IMPROVED NUTRITION AND PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE GOAL 3 ENSURE HEALTHY LIVES AND PROMOTE WELL-BEING FOR ALL AT ALL AGES
UGANDA
The National Library of Uganda has an ICT training program designed for female farmers, 11 providing access in local languages to weather forecasts, crop prices, and support to set up online markets. This programme increases the economic well-being of women through technology skills. 
GOAL 5 ACHIEVE GENDER EQUALITY AND EMPOWER ALL WOMEN AND GIRLS GOAL 6 ENSURE AVAILABILITY AND SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT OF WATER AND SANITATION FOR ALL GOAL 7 ENSURE ACCESS TO AFFORDABLE, RELIABLE, SUSTAINABLE AND MODERN ENERGY FOR ALL
Libraries provide public access to information on water, energy usage and sanitation.
Many public and community libraries around the world are the only place where people can get reliable access to light and electricity to read, study and apply for a job.
HONDURAS
San Juan Planes Community Library plays a central role in bringing safe drinking water to the entire community via a water treatment project they established in the town's central square.
13
UNITED KINGDOM
At libraries in Croydon, Derby and other cities across the UK, users are able to borrow energy monitors to find out which electrical appliances use a lot of energy, enabling people to change and reduce their energy use.
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EUROPEAN UNION
250,000 people find jobs through their public library in the European Union each year. Public libraries helped 4.1 million Europeans with queries related to employment and further helped 1.5 million Europeans to apply for jobs. 15 Public access to ICT and training enables people to apply for jobs, as the application process for many jobs has moved online. 
UNITED STATES
GOAL 9 BUILD RESILIENT INFRASTRUCTURE, PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE INDUSTRIALIZATION AND FOSTER INNOVATION
Libraries are at the heart of research and academic life. They provide access to high speed Internet, research infrastructure and skilled professionals. In many countries, public and educational libraries are the major or only providers of public internet access at low or no cost, a critical means of increasing connectivity.
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LATVIA
For every dollar invested in public libraries in Latvia from 2008-2010, nearly $2 in value (direct and indirect) was created. The return on investment of computer and Internet use in public libraries was even higher, returning more than $3 for every $1 invested.
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FINLAND
The Open Science Lab hosted by the National Library of Finland enables access for everyone to research publications, research data and methods used in research. Open Access is one of the core principles in furthering access to information. 
GOAL 10 REDUCE INEQUALITY WITHIN AND AMONG COUNTRIES
GOAL 12 ENSURE SUSTAINABLE CONSUMPTION AND PRODUCTION PATTERNS GOAL 13 TAKE URGENT ACTION TO COMBAT CLIMATE CHANGE AND ITS IMPACTS GOAL 14 CONSERVE AND SUSTAINABLY USE THE OCEANS, SEAS AND MARINE RESOURCES FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOAL 15 PROTECT, RESTORE AND PROMOTE SUSTAINABLE USE OF TERRESTRIAL ECOSYSTEMS, SUSTAINABLY MANAGE FORESTS, COMBAT DESERTIFICATION, AND HALT AND REVERSE LAND DEGRADATION AND HALT BIODIVERSITY LOSS
Libraries are sustainable institutions; they share resources in the community and internationally and ensure everyone has access to information. All libraries play a significant role in providing access to data, research and knowledge that supports informed research and public access to information about climate change, and a key role in the preservation of indigenous knowledge -which includes local decision-making about fundamental aspects of life including hunting, fishing, land use, and water management.
UNITED STATES
The Biodiversity Heritage Library is an ongoing open access digital library for biodiversity literature including more than 46 million pages from over 170,000 volumes of biodiversity literature published from the 15 th to the 21 st centuries in over 40 languages. Scientists are using the data to identify new species, map population and ecosystem developments, and inform future climate change models. Such data can be used to inform policies related to conservation, sustainable development, and responsible resource management. The collection ensures that everyone, everywhere, has access to the information they need to study and save Earth's species and ecosystems.
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SINGAPORE
The National Library Board Singapore (NLB) has worked with sponsors to build a Children's Green
Library that provides special collections on environmental conservation and interactive public education programmes, notably aimed at helping children understand climate 
INTERNATIONAL
In line with the World Bank Group's strategy to end extreme poverty by 2030, the World Bank Group Library provides both staff and the global community with access to relevant information and services in order to foster knowledge transfer, good governance and economic development. Highly trained information professionals answer development-related questions, find information from multiple internal and external sources, and familiarise staff with collections, resources and services aligned with the Bank's development priorities. The library also promotes transparency and accountability more broadly by providing capacity building on public access to information to non-staff members around the world. The library's work is integral to global development through public access to information.
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SWITZERLAND
The Globethics.net Digital Library on Ethics is an online library that offers free access to hundreds of thousands of full-text documents on ethics and related disciplines. By contributing to the improvement of access to resources on ethics in the southern hemisphere, this international initiative aims to improve knowledgesharing, both North to South and South to South, and to contribute to development, in particular by promoting responsible leadership, good governance, and values-based decision making and processes. 
INCLUDE LIBRARIES IN YOUR NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLANS
National development plans will shape many government spending and programme priorities. These plans can include a single national development plan, or individual plans for broadband, digital inclusion, or social development amongst others. Whether people need the latest on crop prices or where to find medical care, progress toward the Goals relies on information-sharing. Libraries are especially effective at extending access to information to marginalised populations, and at times of crisis or transition.
PARTNER WITH LIBRARIES
Libraries can partner with government and others to implement national strategies and programmes to make sure that no one is left behind. The access to information that libraries can provide underpins the entire UN 2030 Agenda, and supports poverty eradication, sustainable and productive agriculture, quality education, health and all other Goals. In libraries, governments have an established, cost-effective and powerful partner in the fight for poverty reduction, economic development, and learning for all.
WORK WITH LIBRARIES TO RAISE AWARENESS ABOUT THE SDGS, AND WHAT THEY MEAN LOCALLY
